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MONDAYS 
 
Hatfield Tai Chi Chuan Club Tel Pat 01707 331526 
6:30 to 10:00 pm Not in August 
Chinese Health Exercise Classes 
 
Puppy Training Classes Tel Gill 07967226796 
7:00 to 9:00 pm 
 
TUESDAYS 
* Dinky Dancers Tel Lorry 01438 831281 
9:15 to 11:00 am Activity classes for children under 4 years. 
 
Mind Drop-In Coffee Morning Tel Rhoda 01707 654633 
10:00 to 12 noon Drop in coffee morning for those with 
mental health issues, but open to all. 
 
*Pat Reid School of Scottish Dancing Tel Pat 01707 338478 
5:15 to 8:30 pm Scottish Dance classes ages 3½ & above. 
 
TangoWGC  e-mail John at tangowgc@yahoo.co.uk 
8:15 to 9:45 Improvers Argentine Tango classes. 
New beginners classes available on demand. 
 
WEDNESDAYS 
 
NCT Bumps and Bundles Tel 01707 320422 
2:00 to 4:00 pm Drop in sessions for pregnant mums and 
babes in arms. 
 
* Girls and Boys Brigade Tel Glenys 01707 336433 
6:15 to 8:00 pm For children aged 4+ 
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THURSDAYS 
 
*Chatter N Tots Tel Ann 01707 327077 
9:45 to 11:15 am Parent/ Carer and child group. 
Play, arts and crafts, music and refreshments.  
 
New Thursday Club Tel Rosemary 01707 330660 
2:30 to 4:00 pm Alternate Thursdays but not in August. 
Activities, Trips etc for the over 50’s. 
 
The Cellar 
4:15 to 6:30 pm Drop in centre for vulnerable people. 
Providing snacks, tea and social contact. 
 
English Country Dancers Tel Terry 01707 320299 
8:00 to 10:00 pm Not in August Folk Dancing. 
 
Trefoil Guild 
8:00 to 10:00 pm 2nd Thursday in the month. 
Not in August. 
 
FRIDAYS 
 
Welwyn Archaeological Society Tel Daphne 01707 335729 
8:00 to 10:00 pm Sept. to April. 2nd & 4th Friday in the month. 
Talks, slide shows etc. 
 
WGC Art Club  Tel Bryan 01438 714528 
8:00 to 10:00 pm September to May 3rd Friday in the month 
Meetings, Talks etc 
 

* Denotes term time only. 
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MINISTER  

Rev Jane Weedon 
01707 375133  

 

  Freechurch    Woodhall Lane 
   
CHURCH SECRETARY          CHURCH SECRETARY  
 
  Mrs Joyce Nicolson  
  Tel 01707 326829     TBA 
email :-secretary@freechurchwgc.org.uk  
  
                                               HON. TREASURER       
 

                           John Meers          
           12 Brockswood Lane 
                     Welwyn Garden City 
                           AL8 7BG 
                           Tel 01707 327277            
                        e mail :- treasurer@freechurchwgc.org.uk            
 
                                     CONFIDENTIAL REGISTRAR 
 
                             Mr Alan Tyler  
                             23 Harmer Green Lane 
                             Digswell 
                             AL6 0AS 

 
Youth Worker 

 
TBA 

email :- 
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Letter from the Manse 
 

I would like to take this first opportunity of 2010 to wish you all a 
very Happy New Year and all the blessings that come with the 
expectations of a new chapter beginning. 
 

Do you still, make new year resolutions? In my experience they 
are things you – or perhaps I should say ‘I’ – take on with great 
enthusiasm only to see the enthusiasm dwindle in a very short 
space of time and the resolution be long forgotten about by the end 
of February!  
 

So this year I am not making any. That doesn’t mean I have no 
desire to improve my self or see things develop further at our 
churches but perhaps a more measure approach is what’s called for 
and is more likely to be sustained. 
 

The Vision4Life prayer year gives us a wonderful opportunity to 
grow into a deeper relationship with God and discover the power 
of prayer. 
 

‘ In prayer we try to draw closer to God, and learn how to let God 
come closer to us. Praying in this way is about recognising how 
God is with us all the way on life’s journey. It’s also about tuning 
in to the ways in which God communicates with us and listening 
to God’s guidance.’ Praying our Days Vision4 Life. 
 

The Bible has much to say on the subject and here are a 
few verses to encourage us. 
 

· Be joyful always, pray continually, give thanks in all 
circumstances …  1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

·  ….let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of 
praise…  Hebrews 13:15 
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· …Always giving thanks to God the father for 
everything, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
Ephesians 5:20 

 

· Pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kind o f 
prayers and requests . Ephesians 6:18 

 

One way we can pray ‘continually’, ‘always’ and on ‘all 
occasions’ when we meet together is to have an Intercession Book 
where we can write down our prayer requests. These requests can 
be prayers for the world, for ourselves, for our church, for 
situations we are concerned about, for people we know, in fact 
anything. 
 

If we take a moment to reflect on who or what we would like 
prayer for we will find that God prompts us, or to put it another 
way, we will find that God has laid someone or some situation on 
our hearts. It may be prayer for a problem or difficulty; it may also 
be thanksgiving when something has turned out well. 
  
When you are getting ready for church – just pause for a moment 
and ask yourself who or what God has laid on your heart today 
and write that person or situation in the book. We do not need to 
put the details – simply a Christian name will do.  
 

Another verse outlines the characteristics of our Christian life. 
 

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 
love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in 
showing honour.  Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the 
Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in 
prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to 
strangers. 

- Romans 12:9-13 
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Paul reminds us that we are to ‘persevere in prayer’ and while 
there will be other ways and other opportunities to pray this year 
this is a good way to help us get over our shyness and put into 
practice what the Bible asks us to do.    

Let us pray – together and we will soon find 
our relationship with God and each other 
begin to grow. 

 

Every blessing 

 

Jane 
 

 
================================ 

 
Bee Flat 

In a college music theory class one warm spring day, the other 
students and I were having a hard time concentrating. The heat 
was oppressive and a wasp buzzed threateningly above our heads. 

The teacher—oblivious to the dive-bombing menace—continued 
lecturing while the rest of us dodged and swatted at the invader. 
Finally, it landed on one student's open book. With a quick slap, he 
snapped the text shut, killing the wasp. The professor, startled, 
looked up. "What was that?" she asked, annoyed. Thinking 
quickly, the killer answered sheepishly, "A bee flat." 

—Paul M. Hampton, Cold Spring, Kentucky. Christian Reader, 
"Lite Fare." 
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Fairtrade Fortnight  
22nd February – 7th March 
Look out for the display in church and the Fairtrade stall in the 
Howard's Centre on February 27th. 
 

The theme of this years campaign is ‘The Big Swap’, focussing on 
swapping our regular brand of tea for one that is fairly traded. 
 

I remember reading the Clipper Tea story some years ago and was 
amazed at the huge difference it made to the people working on 
the plantation when they became a Fairtrade brand. Previously the 
workers had no contracts, were expected to work all the hours of 
daylight for a pittance of a wage. There were no days off. The 
women then had to cook and wash clothes, even fetch water in the 
dark. If they had a child who was sick or they were ill themselves 
they dare not take time off because they would have been replaced 
if they failed to turn up for work. 
 

Cutting out the middleman meant there was more money going 
direct to the growers. To achieve the fair-trade branding workers 
had to be provided with decent working conditions, contracts of 
employment and a decent wage. This was a good beginning but 
even more good things came from it. The plantation began to 
provide housing and schooling for the children, then a subsidised 
shop and a savings bank 
 

I was so moved by the story I determined always to buy fair-trade 
tea and coffee. I changed my thinking about it being slightly more 
expensive and saw it as part of my regular giving, a very small 
part that made a real difference in peoples lives. 
 

If you would like to try Tea Direct it will be on offer after church 
on Sundays from February. If you haven’t made the Big Swap 
maybe you will be persuaded to do so. 
 

Jane 
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Prayer in a teacup 
A nice sup of tea! 

How I relish its versatility. 
The way it restores and revives me in the morning,  

calms and comforts me as I prepare for bed,   
shared so easily with friends, consolingly familiar  

when I’m alone,  
its warmth a constant blessing. 

 
And I take it all for granted,  

forgetting the miracle of growth and harvest,  
the painstaking labour that brings it to my cup,  

the way this everyday drink  
connects me to people all round the world. 

 
As I add water to my tea  

to release all its goodness, all its potential,  
so I pray for the splash of your living water in my life Lord,  

releasing all I have to offer in your name. 
 

As I drink my tea, sweetened by your love,  
bless those for whom it is a livelihood 
and stir up in me your thirst for justice. 

Amen 
 

Now, just let me put on the kettle…..! 
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B O T H T Q E O G M N N E K E V  
Q C K G R C E T E R T R T S G N       
W I Z J F P I L I S D R A C F S  
O H P E L A U K H D A D V L R E  
D P E G O L M X M E H L A G I D  
N F U C S X P I H S W O L L E F  
F N R E O A E S L H S V E E N D  
B K X O D O F E P Y T E N T D R  
T R M Z B G A L Y E X F T A S T  
C D R Q A R S S E N D N I K H M  
I G C H E Q C N M O T U N D I P  
I E B Y S E I E A V F A E P P T             
A R E N D E T S F P V I P X R N  
T E J E R C Q G S S R J N U A M  
R E B Z N W P A E H S M I G E T  
O I H T I N R J E E J J E D I O  

What did the 
caveman give his 
wife on Valentine's 
Day? 
 
Ughs and kisses! 

What did the stamp 
say to the envelope 
on Valentine's Day? 
I'm stuck on you! 
 

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z 

1    5    21      22            

Fill in the cryptogram to find the special Valentines message. Each 
letter is represented by a number. Answer in the next magazine. 
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Christmas Fayre 2009 Update 
 

You will be pleased to hear that despite the weather, the current 
economic climate and the number of competing events we 
managed to raise £2,501.82 after all expenses were accounted for. 
 

A presentation of a cheque for £1250.92 was made to Val 
Robinson from Isobel Hospice at the service on January 31st. 
 

Once again we had some lovely donations from local businesses 
for our Christmas Draw. 
 

The lucky winners were: 
Mill Green Golf 4 ball        M Crux 
WGC Golf Club 4 ball        Peter Jennings 
Stevenson & Parker £50 Voucher     Robert Harvey 
7 day pass for Gosling gym and spa    Paul Evenett 
Saracens League match tickets      Pam ?? 
Academy hair products      The Webb family 
Lamberts flowers £30 voucher      Robert Harvey 
Blackburn Rovers signed photo     Lucy Sims 
VIP Tickets for Campus West and Roller City  Chris Owen  
VIP Tickets for Campus West and Roller City  Sandra Read 
Arsenal signed photos      Shelia Chamberlain 
 

Successful Silent auction bidders were:  
 
 

Offer from  Offer  Successful Bidders 

Joanne Dermont Hymns 
 

Robert Harvey ,A 
Meers ,Tony Last &  
Harry Mc Murdock  

Sue Cory Wine Jean Hughes  

Allison Giles Champagne Lorraine Dewar  
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Joyce and I would like to say a big thank you to all those 
who helped either on the day or before hand. With out your 
help, hard work and support, the day would not have been 
the success it was. 
Christmas Fayre 2010 is booked for Saturday 20 th 
November  so please put the date in your diary now! 
 
Cherylle and Joyce 

Offer from  Offer  Successful Bidders 

Dorothy Tulloch Door hanging Joanne Gibson  

Andre and Joanne 
Gibson 

Squashes Hugo Simms  

Andre and Joanne 
Gibson 

PC advice Tony Last  
Arthur Taylor  

Allison Giles Chocolate cake Deb Stodulski  

Nano Watkins Cake Sue Cory  

Ann Meers Marmalade Tony Last  
Joanne Gibson  

Harry Washington  Joanne Gibson  
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Free Church Secretary’s Note 
 

I hope you all had a very enjoyable Christmas and may I take this 
opportunity to wish you all a belated Happy and Healthy New 
Year. How many of you made New Year Resolutions which  have 
already been broken I wonder?  I would like us to make a couple 
of New Year Resolutions as a Church Family which I hope we will 
be successful in keeping throughout 2010.  
 

They are:-  1) Develop a stronger partnership with our friends at 
Woodhall Lane. 
                   2) Open our hearts and minds to new ideas . 
How can we achieve these resolutions ?  Let’s see. Please read on. 
 

We are united in our faith and value our Church  and the 
friendships we have made within our Church Family. We would all 
like to see our Church grow in numbers and become a busy hub of  
faith and worship.  Many of us can remember a time when this 
was the case and I believe it can be reborn in our Church with your 
commitment and support. So let’s look at how we can make a start 
with these New Year Resolutions in mind.  
 

1a)   Woodhall Lane is our sister Church and we need to offer 
them greater support and work together as a team. There are 
several opportunities for us to do this starting with attending the 
Sunday worship when it is at Woodhall Lane. It is a lovely little 
Church and you are always assured of a very warm welcome.  If 
transport is a problem we can arrange this for you if you sign your 
name on the sheet at the back of the Church. ( See you there on the 
30th May) 
 

1b)   Shrove Tuesday February 16th will be a joint venture between 
the two churches. Children’s Party in the morning at the Free 
Church and Pancake Supper and launch of Lent Courses at 
Woodhall Lane in the evening.  Help will be needed at both 
events. Please volunteer to help if you can or simply come along . 
We can help each other and make  new friends in the process 
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1c)  Woodhall Lane are also running an Old Time Music Hall on 
Sat 13th March. Tickets will be £7.00 to include Supper so put the 
date in your diary. If you would like tickets sign up on the sheet at 
the back of the Church  indicating whether or not you need 
transport. 

 

2a)    Not all change is bad and we may have to make room for 
new ideas to encourage more people and families to cross the 
threshold, like what they find and keep coming. I believe we can 
do this without losing the elements of our traditional worship 
which we value. Our first venture of 2010 is the Praise Cafe from 
4-5 pm on the first Sunday of every month. A more informal 
family orientated  service which we hope will accommodate the 
families  we have lost to sport commitments on Sunday mornings. 
We also hope to encourage other families in the community to 
attend . Please pass the word around.  

 

2b) Support the Prayer Challenge by :- 
· Joining us for Prayers in the vestry at 9.45 -10.10  every 

Sunday Morning. 

· Writing your prayer wishes for inclusion in our Prayers of 
Intersession in the folder when you arrive for Sunday 
worship.  

· Putting the Dates for our two Prayer Days in your diary. 
(details in Diary Dates 2010) in this magazine.  

 

Let’s try new things before we pass judgement and please feel free 
to contact me to air your views or suggest  ideas of your own . 
Together we can move our church forward and create  a vibrant  
and meaningful place of worship ,without  alienating or 
jeopardising  the  support of our loyal and valued  friends in the 
congregation. 
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Oh gosh I have just read this and wonder if  I dare send it to Arthur 
for printing. I hope you understand that I have the best interests of 
our Church family at heart. I want to see our church providing, for 
future generations , the spiritual nurture and care I have 
experienced as a member.  We can do it  if we  ALL  take up the 
challenge.  

 

Joyce Nicolson  
 

================================== 
 

Calling all ‘Strictly’ Fans  
 

Did you know we have a new dance class running at the Free 
Church? Just started on Tuesday evenings  in the lower hall from 
8:15 – 9:45 is a new group called Tango WGC. 
 

"Tango WGC is run by John Reddington. He currently has a small 
group learning Argentine Tango with separate classes for 
beginners and intermediates. The current group on a Tuesday 
night, having already done a Beginners' Course, is now doing an 
intermediate course. Further Beginners' courses will be run 
depending on demand and when participants would like 
them. However all the levels will have the chance to join together  
one Sunday each month for a tea dance.  Please send an email to 
John at tangowgc@yahoo.co.uk  or call him on 07798501236 to 
discuss any interest you might have in any of the 
classes.  Everyone is welcome and though you can come on your 
own, it helps greatly if you can bring a partner 
  

Though Argentine Tango can initially be a hard dance to learn, it is 
graceful, entertaining and very rewarding. The music for the dance 
is one of its main attractions. It is very rich and passionate with 
many haunting melodies from the 1920's to the present day." 
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Preacher: The Reverend  Jane Weedon, 
U.R.C. Minister of the Welwyn Garden 
City Free Church. – At Noon join a Fellowship Lunch in the 
Abbey Café.�
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Preacher: The Reverend  Canon Stephen Lake, Sub Dean. 
The Cathedral and Abbey Church of St Alban. 

– At Noon join a Fellowship Lunch in the Abbey Café.�
 

���	������" ��������� �#���� ���������������� ��
������������������������Preacher: The Reverend  Stephen Copson, BA, M. Litt. 
      Central Baptist Association General & Company Secretary. 

– At Noon join a Fellowship Lunch in the Abbey Café.   �
������

����Special Services in the Cathedral:�
Sunday 31st January 2010 at 6-30 p.m. Epiphany & Candlemas 
A beautiful service completing the Christmas cycle and celebrating  
the coming of Jesus Christ, the Light of the World. 
 

Sunday 21st. February 2010 at 6-30 p.m. Taize Service. 
A candlelit service of music and meditation. 
 

Wednesday 26th. May 7 p.m. – 9-30 p.m. Ecumenical Pilgrimage 
Come and rediscover the Cathedral with an Evening Pilgrimage. 
7 p.m Refreshments. 7-45 p.m. Guided Prayer Tour 
9 p.m.Prayers in the Quire followed by a procession to the Shrine 
of St Alban. The cost will be £5 each. Contact: Revd. Peter Hudson.�
�������������
���������������#���#$%���%��&!%���&���&$�'()#���#$%���%��&!%���&���&$�'()#���#$%���%��&!%���&���&$�'()#���#$%���%��&!%���&���&$�'()�

              Reverend Peter Hudson Free Church Ecumenical Chaplain 

           Email:<peter.hudson@uwclub.net > 

Phone: St Albans: 812076 ����
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Lent Course 
This years Lent Course is entitled ‘Building up our relationship 
with Christ’. It was prepared by the Nationwide Christian Trust 
together with the URC’s Vision4Life team and is on the subject of 
prayer. 
 

This will be launched at our Pancake Party on Shrove Tuesday – 
6.30 for 7 pm at Woodhall Lane. 
 

There are opportunities to meet on Tuesday afternoons, Thursday 
evenings and Fridays mornings. Please see the sign up sheet in 
church.  
 

If you haven’t tried one of these groups before I would encourage 
you to come along. Why not ask a friend and come together?  
 

It is an opportunity to look at the subject of prayer in more depth 
than we are able to do in worship. No one will expect you to 
answer a question directed only at you and as the discussion often 
relates to our own experience there are no wrong answers- we all 
learn something new and have some fun! 
   

Instead of giving something up for Lent why not take this up 
instead? 
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January Money 
                   Free       
                 Church     Woodhall 

Income   £1,548     £553 
 

Expense £522     £3,165 
 
FC had a very quiet start to the year. 
WHL had a very large bill for legal 
work on the Nursery lease at the end 
of December. 

 

 
Visit us on the web at: 

 

www.freechurchwgc.org.uk 
 

For updated and exciting content and the latest 
information about the Free Church 

Specialising in the following treatments: 
 

Corns & Callous Removal 
Elderly / Diabetic Foot Care 

Routine Nail Care 
Fungal Nail Treatments 

 

Louisa Munch MCFHP MAFHP  Judith Munch MCFHP MAFHP 
              01707 325592                                01707 332270 

 

Registered Member of The British Association  
of Foot Health Professionals 

ACORN FOOTCARE 
Qualified Foot Health Professionals 
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PC HOME HELPER 

 

Computer health check 
Full data backup service 

Emergency call out 
Home tutorials 
New Computers 

Old computer recycling 
Broadband installation 

Wireless networks 
Internet security check 

 

Your local friendly computer home help service! 
 

01707 690468 / 07768 055906 

 
SUNDAY COFFEE 

ROTA  
 

Please, please, please can 
we have some more 
volunteers for the Sunday 
coffee rota. The more 
people on the rota the less 
often your turn comes 
round. Any volunteers ring 
Kathleen Muir on  
01438 880382 as soon as 
possible. Many thanks in 
anticipation!!! 
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          The Blue Wave and the Elephant in the Room 
 
On Saturday December 5, I joined the climate change march with 
20,000 others to encourage our leaders to set legal targets for 
carbon emission reductions at the conference in Copenhagen 
which was to begin the next day. We were asked to wear blue (to 
be a wave) and some marchers had even painted their faces blue 
like ancient Britons. There were plenty of young people. We 
gathered in Grosvenor Square and marched, or rather shuffled - as 
there were so many progress was very slow – down Piccadilly, 
round Trafalgar Square and down Whitehall. I was towards the 
end, with the Quakers, and we were held there as the leading 
walkers had by then surrounded Parliament and were listening to 
speeches. It was a cheerful, inspiring day despite the grey sky and 
the light rain which began to fall at the end. A good half of the 
organisations represented were Christian ones. 
 
The elephant in the room is the big thing which everyone knows 
but no-one mentions, in this case that the world is running out of 
oil and we need to prepare for life without it. A few towns –  
St.Albans is one – have already officially become “transition 
towns”, getting ready for the new situation. Some of us who saw a 
film on climate change which was shown at our church in October 
(“The Age of Stupid”) are finding out more about transition towns 
with the intention of encouraging the same sort of development in 
Welwyn Garden City. Among other things, we will need to 
produce as much food as possible locally (as we won’t have oil to 
transport it) and we have already made a start in our church by 
agreeing to the creation of a community garden on the far side of 
our grass playing area. Speak to me if you’d like to know more. 
 

Robert Harvey  
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Margaret Kirkpatrick says:- 

Erin aged fourteen and Tom aged ten are two of my grandchildren. 
Tom had to write a poem for a school project. He asked his sister 
to help. (I suspect she wrote most of it !!) 

Malcolm and I are very proud of what they achieved. 

See what you think ? 

The Soldier 

The soldiers and families saying goodbye 

Little did they know they were going to die 

Crying, shouting and screaming no 

The men had no choice but to go. 
 

The soldiers, very naïve, walking to their death 

Not knowing this could be, their very last breath 

Realising they may never see their loved ones again 

They are so very brave, these poor, poor men 
 

The buildings falling down, crashing to the ground 

Sirens screeching off, people running around 

Planes dropping bombs from up above   

They never knew this would be so tough 
 

No more fighting, it’s come to an end 

The men no longer have to defend 

No more cuts, wounds, blood or sadness 

Only young men filled with gladness 
 

By Tom Kirkpatrick (helped by Erin) 
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THURSDAY CLUB  
 
We had a very enjoyable Christmas party in December with the 
usual lovely food given by the usual ladies and very gratefully 
received. We are also grateful to Howell and Richard who again 
regaled us with a splendid selection of Christmas poetry. The party 
ended with the singing of carols with our friend Jennifer Newton 
at the piano.  
 

We now look forward to a visit from our friend Dorothy Tulloch 
who has kindly offered to do a flower arrangement demonstration 
on February 11th. This promises to be both interesting and 
enjoyable and we shall hold a raffle for which the prize will be the 
finished arrangement. Raffle tickets will cost 50p. 
 

 Everybody very welcome.  
 

Meetings this month will be on 11th and 25 February.  
 

Rosemary Craig (330660) 

 

THE MARRIAGE COURSE  

The venue is: Christchurch Baptist Church  
  10 Parkway, Welwyn Garden City AL8 6HN 

 

  The dates are:   Monday 15th February 
  Monday 22nd February 
  Monday 1st March 
  Monday 8th March 
  Monday 15th March 
  Monday 22nd March 
  Monday 29th March 

 

The times are: 7.00 pm to 9.45 pm  
We need help with promotion, cooking, washing up, setting up, 
helping to run the evening. If anyone is interested please let Jane 
know. 
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Freechurch Family Corner 
 
Congratulations to Derek & Barbara Groves’ son, Paul, 
on his engagement to Karine. They are getting in married 
in June in Oxford where they both work at the University. 
 

Congratulations to Jessie Cleese’s son, Robert, on his 
marriage to Jo on 6th February, also in Oxford.  
Oxford is obviously THE place to be!! 
 

At Moira Newlands’ funeral last Autumn, a retiring collection  
amounting to £127.15 was taken for the RNLI. We have received 
a letter of thanks from the Helensburgh Lifeboat Station where 
George, Moira’s son, is a supporter.  
 

Our good wishes go with Alan Tyler as he recovers from another  
operation in Stanmore Hospital to remove the metalwork  
(called scaffolding!) which was put in following his accident  
last Autumn. 
 

Also good wishes to Margaret Taylor as she has her hip  
replacement operation at the QE 2 at the end of January.  
 

Please remember those mentioned in our sick register which is  
on display each Sunday and add any names, situations or places 
in the world you would like included in our prayers of intercession  
to the sheet provided. Margaret Ansell keeps the list up to date 
and organizes the distribution of the flowers following the Sunday  
service so please let her know of those who need our prayers and  
support.  
 
Please keep me informed of news for inclusion in the March 
magazine. 
 

Thank you.  
 

Ann Meers 
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Keeping  in  touch with helpers: drivers,  co-ordinators,  
fundraisers,  warehouse helpers. Please let us know what you think 
of this issue.  You can contact the office on 01323 642277 or 
Email Lisasmart213@aol.com 
 
 
 
 
Hi All  
 

Well it’s the end of a very busy month/year and my second year in 
charge of Mustard Seed, thanks to all of our supporters and 
volunteers. We have picked up, checked, sent and distributed over 
42,000 Christmas boxes to disadvantaged children of the Ukraine, 
Romania and Moldova. This truly is a remarkable achievement by 
everybody who is involved.  Rest assured you have all made 
Christmas a little better for these children who really look forward 
to the presents we send. 
I have just heard back from our contact and friend in Moldova 
Pastor Mark. Pastor Mark has told me just how excited the 
children were at receiving a Christmas present.  
 

Moldova is one of the poorest countries and money is very hard to 
come by therefore presents are rarely given, however with our 

supporters help the children of 
Moldova experienced  the magic that is 
‘Love in a Box’.  
 
 
      This is why we do what we do – to 
see a little girl smile like this is truly 

magical 

Mustard Seed newsletter  

WHATS BEEN HAPPENING. 
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This is the first time 
these children have 
received a box of 
love 
 
Pastor Mark wanted 
me to pass on his 
thanks on behalf of 
the 14,000 children 
who received a gift 
this year. He has been 
over whelmed by the 
love and support 
Moldova has received from Mustard Seed supporters. 
It is Mustard Seed’s intention to maintain support to Moldova and 
Mike and I hope to visit Mark next year. I can not wait to meet 
him and the children we help. 
 
I would like to send my personal thanks to all the great schools, 
churches and other organisations who support us to make this 
special event happen. To send these children so much love is truly 
inspiring. 
 
From us all at Mustard Seed I hope you had a lovely Christmas 
and a very happy New Year and rest in the knowledge you have 
made disadvantaged children very happy. 
 
Bless you 
 
Lisa Smart 
Director 
Mustard Seed Relief Mission 
. 
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FREE CHURCH DIARY DATES FOR FEBRUARY 2010 
 

 Please note that we meet in the Minister’s Vestry from  
9.45 am -10.10 am  every Sunday  for Prayers. Please come 
and join us and help us achieve our target in this years 
Vision4life Prayer Challenge. ALL WELCOME.       
                                                                                                                             
NB Girls and Boys Brigade meet every Wednesday at 6.15 
 
 
 
 
 

Date Day Time Led By Event 

7th Sunday 10:30 am Jane Communion 
Service 

  04:00 pm Jane Praise Cafe 

9th Tuesday 07:30 pm  Elders Meeting 

 Thursday 02:30 pm  Thursday Club 

     

14th Sunday 10:30 am Rev Norman 
Plumb 

Morning Service 

16th Tuesday Shrove Tuesday Pancake Parties  

     

21st Sunday 10:30 am Jane Morning Service 

22nd Monday Lent Groups 

25th Thursday 02:30 pm  Thursday Club 

     

28th Sunday 10:30 am Jane All Age Service 

  04:00 pm Robert Afternoon 
Communion 
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Woodhall Lane Corner 
 
 
�

 

LENT COURSES 
 
Leaders and Venues as follows:- 
 

Tuesday 23 February at 2.30 pm - Robert Harvey 
          (20 The Old Drive) 
 

Thursday 25 February 8 pm - Derek Groves (Free Church) 
 

Friday 26 February 10 am - Jim Butler (114 Parkway) 
 

The subject is PRAYER. 
 

========================== 
 

MESSY CHURCH 
 
Together with the Salvation Army Team these events 
commence again on Wednesday 3 February and continue on 
the first Wednesday of each month at 3.30 pm. 

 

 

Visit us on the web at  
 

www.woodhalllaneurc.org.uk 
 

For updated content and information about Woodhall Lane 

If you have a problem or need to discuss something that 
requires pastoral attention please contact one of the Elders  
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Woodhall Lane Feb 10  

.   
 

PREACHERS 
 

 7 February - Rev Roy Eames 
14 February - Rev Jane Weedon (Communion) 
21 February - TBA 
28 February - Robert Harvey 
 
 

Door Stewards and Vestry duties will be 
covered by those available. 
 
 

COMMUNION STEWARD  
 
 14 February - Linda 

 
FLOWER ROTA  
 
 7 February - Carole 
14 February - Barbara 
21 February - Carole 
28 February - Barbara 
 
BIBLE STUDY  
 
Friday mornings 10 am at 24 Woodside House or venue to 
be advised. This is until Margaret recovers from her 
injuries. 
 
ELDERS MEETING  
 
Thursday 11 February 9.30 am at the church 
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CHURCH MEETING  
 

Sunday 14 February following morning service.   Lunch will 
be served prior to the meeting. 
 

MUSIC HALL  
 

This is planned for 13 March at 7pm.   Tickets available from 
Linda at £7.- each including supper.  Ring 01707 394045.   
Profits for Woodhall Lane Fabric Fund. 
 

CHRISTMAS FAIR  
 

Although it seems a long time ago now it should be mentioned 
it was a most successful day.   The weather was kind to us and 
brought in many members and friends through the door.  The 
free Father Christmas always helps.  The profit was £600.- a 
good increase on last year and Event Organiser Joe Palacio 
wishes to thank everyone for their help and support on the 
day.   We in turn thank Joe & Barbara for their organising the 
event.  
 

BOB JACKSON 
 

It is sad to report that Bob Jackson died during January.   His 
wife Hilda has been a member of our church for many years.   
A Memorial Service was held for Bob on Friday 15 January at 
Woodhall Lane Church after cremation at Harwood  Park, 
Knebworth. 
 

We also think of Fred Tucker at this time who recently lost his 
sister Mary after a long illness. 
 

LATEST WEATHER HAZARD  
 
Firstly our sympathies go out to Margaret who slipped on the 
icy pavement just before Christmas and broke both wrists.    
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We  thank Joe and other members of the Palacio family for 
keeping the church paths cleared and gritted during this 
snowy period and also for turning the heating on extra early to 
keep us warm during our services and other events. 
 
PANCAKE EVENING  
 
This will be held on Shrove Tuesday 
16 February at 6.30 for  
7 pm at Woodhall Lane.  This is a 
joint event with the  
Free Church. 
 
 
 
 

============================ 
Some jokes courtesy of an email received from Roger Weedon 

 
TEACHER: Now, Simon, tell me frankly, do you say prayers 
before eating?  
SIMON: No sir, I don't have to, my Mom is a good cook. 

 
TEACHER: Donald, what is the chemical formula for water?  
DONALD: H I J K L M N O.  
TEACHER: What are you talking about?  
DONALD: Yesterday you said it's H to O. 
 
TEACHER: Millie, give me a sentence starting with ' I. '  
MILLIE: I is..  
TEACHER: No, Millie..... Always say, 'I am.'  
MILLIE: All right... 'I am the ninth letter of the alphabet.'  
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IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR 2010 DIARY  
 

7th February Praise Cafe ---and on the 1st Sunday of every month ( Family 
Service)  
 

16th February Children’s Pancake Party---------------10.30-12.30 at the 
             Free Church 
.                        
16th February Pancake Supper and Lent Courses Launch 6-9 pm  at 
Woodhall Lane (feel free to pop in at any time during the  
          course of the evening )      
.                                                     
13th March Old Time Music Hall at Woodhall lane7-9pm  tickets £7 with  
              supper. 
 

14th March NB new date for Team Leaders Breakfast Meeting.  
 

28th March AGM 12.00 with Lunch  (Team Reports to Joyce by 7th March 
please) 
 

CHURCH MEETING DATES FOR 2010 
 

11th May at 7.30 pm 
25th July after the morning service 
14th September 7.30pm 
28th November after the morning service 
 

Prayer Days                                                                                                                     
Saturday 5th or 12th June  (date to be confirmed) 
Saturday 11th September 
 

Harvest  Celebrations 
Saturday 2nd October  Talents Day  (displays, demonstrations and 
workshops ) 
Sunday  3rd October   Communion and Harvest Thanksgiving  
 

Christmas Fayre 
Saturday 20th November  10.30 -3pm 
 

Carols by Candlelight 
Sunday 19th December 
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                         Commitment for Life Annual Collection 
 

                              Empty Steradent Tubes Wanted   
 

Our collection for our friends in Jamaica this year was way down 
on recent years: just £345 as compared to over a thousand pounds 
in each of the previous three years!  
 

At their last meeting, the Community Action Team discussed why 
this might be. We thought that people might like to have a new 
“partner” country and learn about the difficulties which they are 
facing and what they are doing to try to overcome them.  
 

There are two other partner countries which our national church is 
supporting through Christian Aid – Bangladesh and Zimbabwe. 
Bangladesh is facing huge problems arising from rising sea levels 
as a result of climate change. Sea water has now travelled so far 
inland that even 60 miles inland, salt can be tasted in water with 
deep groundwater sources. The salt is killing fruit trees and 
spoiling many crop yields. Zimbabwe is suffering from food 
shortages, outbreaks of cholera and the violence of the police.  
 

An alternative – or addition - would be to join local churches in 
raising money for a Christian Aid sponsored link with Burkina 
Faso, an extremely poor country in West Africa. We are getting 
more information about this. 
 

Please pray about these choices which we will discuss at a Church 
meeting. 
 

We also thought that people might like to save gradually for our 
partner country during the year, perhaps by putting coins in a 
savings tube. So we are appealing for empty Steradent tubes which 
could be used for this purpose! Tubes to me, please. Thanks. 
 
Robert Harvey 
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Free Church Rotas for Feb 10 
Coffee 
 7th Mrs J Cleese & Mrs K Muir  
14th Mrs M Kirkpatrick & Mrs A Giles  
21st Mrs H Kaye & Mrs J Hughes  
28th Mrs M Ansell & Mrs A Meers  

 

FLOWER ROTA  
7th February    Mrs Vera Ramsbotham 
14th February  Mrs Ann Meers 
21st February  Mrs Jessie Cleese 
28th February   TBA 
 

The 2010 Flower Rota is now in the Rota’s Folder at the back of the 
Church. We still have 12 spaces to fill including the one in February.  
 

If you would like to choose one of the blank dates 
please fill in your name on the rota or talk to me. If 
you cannot afford to provide for all the flowers on a 
specific date but would like to make a small 
contribution to the Flower Fund this is also very 
welcome. It helps us provide flowers on the blank 
dates and after the service they give pleasure to the 
sick and elderly when they are delivered to their 
homes.  
 

Joyce Nicolson 
On behalf of the Flower and Decor Team 
 
 

Creche 
It’s great if all the family can come to church 
together. If your child is too young to attend 
Junior Church, we have a warm, safe and  
comfy room where parents can take their 
babies and toddlers. Hey and there are loads 
of toys!  
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And a few more jokes 
TEACHER: Glen, how do you spell 'crocodile?'  
GLENN: K-R-O-K-O-D-I-A-L'  
TEACHER: No, that's wrong  
GLENN: Maybe it is wrong, but you asked me how I spell it. 
(I Love this kid) 
 
TEACHER: Clyde , your composition on 'My Dog' is exactly the 
same as your brother's. Did you copy his?  
CLYDE: No, sir. It' s the same dog.  
 

TEACHER: John, why are you doing your maths multiplication on 
the floor?  
JOHN: You told me to do it without using tables.  
 
 
 

 

Deadline for March 10 Magazine 
 

Articles requiring typing Sunday 14th Feb Articles 
sent via email Thursday 21st Feb  

 
 

e-mail documents to magazine@freechurchwgc.org.k , hand 
your articles to Chris Ewer the Magazine Secretary or leave 
them in the magazine pigeon hole at the back of the church for 
the Freechurch or hand to Linda Sutton for Woodhall Lane,  and 
if they can be with us before or as near to the deadline date as 
possible that will be much appreciated.   

Please note that it is essential that these dates are respected if 
the magazine is be printed on time.  

Magazine will be printed for Sunday 28th February 
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